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departed leaving us way behind in a short time. No one
who has not had our experience can imagine what enthu-
siasm reigned among our people; the faces were all changed,
and one could read joy and gladness in them all. At once
all our privations and troubles seemed forgotten.

On the 28th, this morning, my eagerness drove me on deck
at half past three, it was quite dark so that only the light
houses on both sides were visible which guide the voyagers
safely along the dangerous coast. The first mate in reply
to my question when we would arrive at Baltimore said if
the wind holds well we would be there this evening. He
said he had never sailed so swift during the whole voy-
age as now, and indeed, it is astonishing what speed the
wind awakens when it comes from the right quarter; hut
one can imagine when 16 sails great and small are plump
full, that it makes power that would tear down great cliffs.
This morning we asked to be allowed to gather and keep
the cooked, uneaten food. The answer was that first we
were to throw overboard our bedding straw, pull down the
berths that had been fastened, and cleanse the ship. This
order made motion; every one who had hands laid on with
hatchet and hammer and in two hours all of the 83 berths
were laid aside; now we wanted the promised food; there
was considerable commotion when the mate declared that
as we wanted to draw rations before usual time each must
sign a receipt therefor. He had strict orders to issue food
only once a week on Tuesdays, and as we were now only in
the middle of the week since the last ration day, he could
only issue for a half week; well, we had to be satisfied with
that much. In the afternoon the wind slackened, and the
evening brought even head wind, so that the anchors had
to be thrown. We remained the whole night in this con-
dition with no straw or berths to lie in, so some slept on
their trunks and others on the floors.

On the 29th morning the anchors were hoisted again, and
we sailed ahead with light winds until 5 P. M. when the
anchors were again thrown as a heavy shower broke upon
us, but had to remain so only an hour as the shower passed



